City of Fort Mitchell, Kentucky

City Council Meeting

January 5, 2009 – 7:00 p.m.


CITY OF FORT MITCHELL, KENTUCKY

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

January 5, 2009 – 7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER / OATH OF OFFICE / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL

Mayor Holocher called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Holocher introduced Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Wil Schroder who administered the oath of office to Council.

PRESENT:  Vicki Boerger, Mary Burns, David Schrand, David Stoeckle, Will Terwort, Christopher Wiest and Dennis Zahler Absent: Timothy Hollenkamp Others Present: Mayor Thomas Holocher, Police Chief Steve Hensley, City Attorney Robert Ziegler, Public Works Director Robert Zerhusen, Treasurer Amy Guenther, Auditor Casey Flick, and City Clerk Amy Able.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES, CITIZENS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Mr. Zahler made a motion to approve the agenda, Mrs. Boerger offered a second to the motion; Mayor Holocher called for a vote and the motion carried by voice vote.  

Mrs. Boerger made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 5, 2008 meeting, Mr. Stoeckle offered the second; Mayor Holocher called for a vote and the motion carried by voice vote.  

Steve Strady of 5 East Drive asked about the demolition of the home on East Drive that was destroyed by fire and the street and fire hydrant repair. Chief Hensley responded that the house has been demolished and the owners will be reminded the remaining debris needs to be hauled away.  He added the status of the fire hydrant will be researched with the Water District.  

AUDITOR’S REPORT 

Casey Flick of VonLehman and Company, Inc. was present to review the audit for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2008.  Mr. Flick gave an overview of the audit adding there were five people working on the audit.  The audit was done in accordance with GASBY.  No material misstatements were noted during the audit.  There were no compliance issues or other matters to be brought to attention.  No adjusting journal entries were needed as a result of the audit; the only journal entries made were at the City’s request and are noted on the last two pages.  The opinion is on statements as a whole.  Certain estimates are more sensitive than others; allowance for reserve for receivables was the most sensitive estimate.  There were no difficulties with management to report.  There were no likely misstatements.  There were no disagreements.  There were no consultations with other accountants.  

Mr. Flick reviewed the statement of activities (government wide).  Operating grants decreased slightly.  Capital grants and contributions increased.  This was due to projects and grants.  Revenues remain pretty constant.  Current assets increased in cash and investments.  Non-current assets increased in fixed assets.  Current liabilities increased (this is in accounts payable strictly due to timing.)  Non-current liabilities decreased due to an early payoff of debt.  Mr. Flick reviewed the statements on individual funds.  Again total assets (cash and investments) and liabilities increased so the total fund balance increased as a result.  Total revenues remain virtually the same while expenditures increased a little.  Mr. Flick reviewed budgeted versus actual revenues and said there were no large differences.  The budgeted versus actual expenses also had no large differences and came in under which is a good thing.  

Mr. Flick invited any questions.  Mr. Wiest asked about the recommendation of three to six months reserves and if this is at the City’s discretion.  Mr. Flick responded in today’s market with the state of the economy you want more of a reserve if possible.  Mr. Wiest asked if it was good to be close to six months and Mr. Flick responded affirmatively.  Mr. Wiest asked about the increasing expenditures for CERS and if there are long-range projections.  Chief Hensley responded the projections are startling, the increased pension costs will be $60,000 using today’s salary figures without increases.  He continued this is why we have reduced personnel costs where possible.  The proposed five-year phase-in would result in hazardous contributions next year at 35.61%.  If phased in over ten years, next year’s rate would be 32.97%.  There will then be additional increases each subsequent year.

Mayor Holocher called for any other questions and recognized the City Treasurer, Amy Guenther who said at the beginning of the audit is a line-by-line accounting which is easier to understand.  She added she is happy to answer any questions.  Budget work begins in February, it will be presented to Council in mid-March or early April, a planning session will follow in April or May which will include a review of road projects and any capital purchases.  Chief Hensley credited Amy Guenther’s hard work as the reason the audit process is seamless.  

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Holocher stated the Municipal Government League of Northern Kentucky meets monthly, Council members interested in attending the January meeting can make a reservation through the city clerk.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT  

Mr. Ziegler read Municipal Order 2009-1 appointing Reneé Oka to the Tree Commission.  Mrs. Boerger made a motion to approve Municipal Order 2009-1; second to the motion was offered by Mr. Zahler.  Mayor Holocher called for any questions or comments and upon hearing none asked for a roll call vote.  



Mrs. Boerger:
Yes

Mr. Stoeckle:
Yes



Mr. Zahler:
Yes

Mr. Terwort:
Yes



Ms. Burns:
Yes

Mr. Wiest:
Yes



Mr. Schrand:
Yes

Ayes: 7    Nays: 0    Absent: 1   Motion carried, Municipal Order 2009-1 is approved.
Mr. Ziegler read Municipal Order 2009-2 appointing Bill Reis as an alternate member of the Code Enforcement Board.  Mr. Zahler made a motion to adopt Municipal Order 2009-2; second to the motion was offered by Mr. Schrand.  Mayor Holocher called for any questions or comments and upon hearing none asked for a roll call vote.  



Mr. Zahler:
Yes

Mr. Stoeckle:
Yes



Mr. Schrand:
Yes

Mr. Terwort:
Yes



Ms. Burns:
Yes

Mr. Wiest:
Yes



Mrs. Boerger:
Yes

Ayes: 7    Nays: 0    Absent: 1       Motion carried, Municipal Order 2009-2 is approved.
Mr. Ziegler read Resolution 2009-1 authorizing Mayor Holocher to execute an application for Federal Disaster Relief Funds (through the Federal Emergency Management Agency).  Mrs. Boerger made a motion to adopt Resolution 2009-1; second to the motion was offered by Mr. Wiest.  Mayor Holocher called for any questions or comments.  Mr. Stoeckle asked the city attorney’s opinion on his voting on the motion since he is a member of the fire department; Mr. Ziegler advised he saw no conflict.  Upon hearing no further questions Mayor Holocher called for a roll call vote.  



Mrs. Boerger:
Yes

Mr. Schrand:
Yes



Mr. Wiest:
Yes

Ms. Burns:
Yes



Mr. Zahler:
Yes

Mr. Stoeckle:
Yes



Mr. Terwort:
Yes

Ayes: 7    Nays: 0    Absent: 1        Motion carried, Resolution 2009-1 is adopted.  
Mr. Ziegler read Resolution 2009-2 in appreciation of the members of the Beechwood Board of Education.  Mr. Stoeckle made a motion to adopt Resolution 2009-2; second to the motion was offered by Mr. Schrand.  



Mr. Stoeckle:
Yes

Mr. Zahler:
Yes



Mr. Schrand:
Yes

Mr. Wiest:
Yes



Ms. Burns:
Yes

Mr. Terwort:
Yes



Mrs. Boerger:
Yes

    Ayes: 7    Nays: 0    Absent: 1        Motion carried, Resolution 2009-2 is adopted.  
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Chief Hensley stated the application period for a grant is open and the Northern Kentucky Area Development District (NKADD) will assist us with the application for funding the sidewalk for Orphanage Road between Jerry’s Lane and Ivy Hill.  

The vacant home at 318 Beechwood has been demolished and the debris will be hauled away.  

The Shop with a Cop program was a huge success, thanks to all the donors who helped make a difference for needy families this holiday season.  

Chief McVey is on shift in Covington and Asst. Chief Jansing was unable to attend tonight’s meeting due to illness.  In 2008 the department made 733 fire runs and 1,339 squad runs.  Chief Hensley stated the fire department is to be commended for their efforts.  As always, they welcome additional volunteers.  

Ms. Burns asked for an update on the break-ins in December in the Thompson Avenue area.  Chief Hensley stated some arrests have been made and an investigation continues.  Arrests were also made following the break-ins at offices on Grandview Drive.  Our police department continues working with neighboring agencies on these matters.  

Mrs. Boerger complimented and thanked the fire department for their assistance on a call on New Year’s Day.  

ROAD PROJECTS Mr. Zerhusen stated he will meet with the engineers next week to work on the spring and summer schedule for road projects.  Oxford Avenue will be a big project and includes coordination over the next month with the water and gas companies.  The design process has begun for Gettysburg, Allentown, and Williamsburg which will be considered for next year’s budget.  Lawrence started last fall with work on the water main and the roadwork will begin in the spring.  Chief Hensley added, we have a list of ready-to-go projects and engineering work is complete for several projects, and Mayor Holocher noted this is typically done in advance in the event funding becomes available.  

COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL

Mayor Holocher noted the second meeting in January will be cancelled as it falls on the state holiday honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  The second meeting in February will be cancelled as the meeting date falls on President’s Day.  

Mr. Zahler noted Lakeside Christian Church’s outreach program provided food on Christmas Eve to emergency departments throughout the area as a thank you gesture.  

Mr. Zahler asked if there would be any interest by council in opposing the 25% rate increase proposed by the Sanitation District.  Mr. Terwort, Mr. Wiest and Ms. Burns voiced agreement.  Chief Hensley noted Mr. Eger from the Sanitation District has offered to attend a Council meeting and address concerns.  Mayor Holocher added NKAPC is sponsoring a symposium and there will be representatives from the Water District and Sanitation Districts there.  Mr. Zahler made a motion to send a letter to Sanitation District 1 written on behalf of Council in opposition to the proposed 25% rate increase.  Second to the motion was offered by Mr. Terwort.  Mr. Stoeckle asked if other detail or an alternate amount should be included.  Mr. Zahler expressed concern about a lack of oversight and cost cutting.  After a brief discussion the Mayor called for a roll call vote.  


Mr. Zahler:
Yes

Mr. Schrand:
Yes



Mr. Terwort:
Yes

Ms. Burns:
Yes



Mr. Wiest:
Yes

Mrs. Boerger:
Yes



Mr. Stoeckle:
Yes

Ayes: 7    Nays: 0    Absent: 1          Motion carried.  

Mr. Terwort congratulated the Beechwood Tigers on winning the State championship.

Mayor Holocher reminded everyone to watch for snow emergencies and remove cars from the street accordingly.   

ADJOURNMENT There being no further business, Mr. Stoeckle made a motion to adjourn; second was offered by Mr. Zahler.  Motion carried by voice vote; the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted by: 



Signed__________________2009

________________________


____________________________

Amy B. Able, City Clerk



Thomas E. Holocher, Mayor
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