City of Fort Mitchell, Kentucky

City Council Meeting

February 2, 2009 – 7:00 p.m.


CITY OF FORT MITCHELL, KENTUCKY

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

February 2, 2009 – 7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER / OATH OF OFFICE / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL

Mayor Holocher called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:  Mary Burns, David Schrand, David Stoeckle, Will Terwort, Christopher Wiest and Dennis Zahler Absent: Vicki Boerger and Timothy Hollenkamp Others Present: Mayor Thomas Holocher, Police Chief Steve Hensley, City Attorney Robert Ziegler, Public Works Director Robert Zerhusen, Fire Chief Scott McVey, Asst. Chief Dave Jansing, Capt. Jim Bussman, and City Clerk Amy Able.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES

Mr. Schrand made a motion to approve the agenda, Mr. Stoeckle offered a second to the motion; Mayor Holocher called for a vote and the motion carried by voice vote.  

Mr. Wiest made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 5, 2009 meeting, Mr. Schrand offered the second; Mayor Holocher called for a vote and the motion carried by voice vote.  

CITIZENS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Mayor Holocher introduced Jeff Eger, General Manager of the Sanitation District who gave a presentation before Council.  Mr. Eger introduced: Peggy Casey, Director of Public Relations; Jan Steinman President of the Board of Directors and a Fort Mitchell Resident; , Jay Weber, Board Member; and Ken Heil who serves as a citizen representative.  The Sanitation District is making presentations to cities throughout the area.  There was a video presentation excerpted from a program airing on KET which highlights infrastructure problems with water and waste water.

Mr. Eger stated the Board of Directors received the letter from Council.  The Board has approved a fifteen percent increase for two years.  He reviewed a power point presentation and responded to questions from Council.  

After the presentation at 8:20 p.m., Mayor Holocher called for a five minute recess and the meeting reconvened at 8:30 p.m.

Brian Bode of 7 East Drive asked about the property at 6 East Drive.  He stated there are continual problems including trouble locating the shut off valves.  Chief/CAO Hensley responded that the owner has been contacted and said they would clean up the property; since there has not been progress the City will move forward with sending them a notice we will move forward with clean-up in five days and a lien will be filed against the property.  The hydrant on the street has been re-installed and the City will contact Duke to locate the shut off.  Mr. Schrand added there are safety hazards at the location such as an exposed foundation and debris around the building and at a minimum fencing should be installed.  

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Holocher noted the Northern Kentucky Area Planning Commission’s winter dinner has been rescheduled for February 25 at Twin Oaks.  Cities Night in Frankfort will be February 10.  Reservations for these events may be made through the City Clerk.  

There was a brief discussion on setting a date for the planning session, the City Clerk will follow-up.  

Mayor Holocher thanked the residents in the viewing audience for their cooperation during the recent snow emergency.  Mr. Schrand asked about the practice of citations for cars not removed from streets during a snow emergency.  Chief/CAO Hensley noted since the fine is only ten dollars there may be some complacency and this may be an item to re-visit.  

Mayor Holocher noted there has been some interest in the flag lots off of Orphanage Road which are for sale by Jackson Homes and there has been an inquiry about changing the zoning to allow condominiums.  This would require a zone change.  This would eventually come before Council.  

Mayor Holocher asked that Mr. Hollenkamp, Mr. Schrand, Mr. Stoeckle, and Mrs. Boerger serve on a committee to review certain zoning restrictions including the regulations regarding setbacks.  He noted many accessory structures such as garages and sheds are being built with a twenty-foot setback, but we may need to address the allowable height and size.  

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT  

Mr. Ziegler read Municipal Order 2009-3 appointing Doug Hill to serve on the Board of Adjustment for the remainder of an unexpired term.  Mr. Zahler made a motion to approve Municipal Order 2009-3; second to the motion was offered by Mr. Terwort.  Mayor Holocher called for any questions or comments and upon hearing none asked for a roll call vote.  



Mr. Zahler:
Yes

Mr. Stoeckle:
Yes



Mr. Terwort:
Yes

Mr. Schrand:
Yes



Mr. Wiest
Yes

Ms. Burns:
Yes

Ayes: 6    Nays: 0    Absent: 2   Motion carried, Municipal Order 2009-3 is approved.
Mr. Ziegler read Resolution 2009-3 authorizing an agreement with the State for reimbursement of the sidewalk ramp and curb repairs done at Dixie Highway and Orphanage Road.  Mr. Stoeckle made a motion to adopt Resolution 2009-3; second to the motion was offered by Mr. Schrand.  Mayor Holocher called for any questions or comments and upon hearing none asked for a roll call vote.  



Mr. Stoeckle:
Yes

Mr. Zahler:
Yes



Mr. Schrand:
Yes

Mr. Wiest:
Yes



Ms. Burns:
Yes

Mr. Terwort:
Yes

Ayes: 6    Nays: 0    Absent: 2       Motion carried, Resolution 2009-3 is approved.
Mr. Ziegler read Resolution 2009-4 authorizing Mayor Holocher to execute an application for Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program (CMAQ) Grant Funds.  Mr. Stoeckle made a motion to adopt Resolution 2009-4; second to the motion was offered by Mr. Zahler.  Mayor Holocher called for any questions or comments.  Mr. Wiest asked if the questions concerning assessments and maintenance had all been resolved.  Mayor Holocher stated the residents of Louise would be included in any assessment as they would benefit but maintenance is a concern to be addressed.  Currently the City maintains the sidewalks on Dixie Highway only.  Regarding safety, there will be a four foot grass strip.  Chief/CAO Hensley added the previous and current Councils have voiced support of moving forward with applying for available grant funds.  Discussion continued.  The estimated cost of the project is $130,000 - $140,000.  Mayor Holocher reiterated that we would proceed with trying to get funding unless Council does not want to proceed at all.  The public hearing on the matter was well attended and overall residents of the area were in favor of the sidewalk though not as strongly if an assessment is required.   Upon hearing there were no questions Mayor Holocher called for a roll call vote.  



Mr. Stoeckle:
Yes

Mr. Wiest:
Yes



Mr. Zahler:
Yes

Mr. Schrand:
Yes



Ms. Burns:
Yes

Mr. Terwort:
Yes

Ayes: 6    Nays: 0    Absent: 2        Motion carried, Resolution 2009-4 is adopted.  
Mr. Ziegler read Resolution 2009-5 in recognition of the 200th Birthday of Abraham Lincoln, declaring February 12, 2009 as Abraham Lincoln Day in the City.  Mr. Schrand made a motion to adopt Resolution 2009-5; second to the motion was offered by Mr. Terwort.  Mayor Holocher called for any questions or comments.  Upon hearing there were no questions Mayor Holocher called for a vote.  Motion carried by voice, Resolution 2009-5 is adopted.  

Mr. Ziegler read Resolution 2009-6 authorizing Mayor Holocher to execute an application for Federal Disaster Relief Funds (through the Federal Emergency Management Agency).  Mr. Zahler made a motion to adopt Resolution 2009-6; second to the motion was offered by Mr. Wiest.  Mayor Holocher called for any questions or comments.  Upon hearing there were no questions Mayor Holocher called for a roll call vote.  



Mr. Zahler:
Yes

Mr. Stoeckle:
Yes



Mr. Wiest:
Yes

Mr. Schrand:
Yes



Mr. Terwort:
Yes

Ms. Burns:
Yes

Ayes: 6    Nays: 0    Absent: 2        Motion carried, Resolution 2009-6 is adopted.  
Mr. Ziegler gave first reading by title and summary to Ordinance 2009-1 regarding the Telecommunications Board franchise agreement with Cincinnati Bell.  Mr. Zahler asked if this would include new optical cable and if there would be a requirement to offer connection to all homes in the City.  Mayor Holocher explained all of the homes in Kenton County will be by-passed with the cable with eighty percent of homes having access within twelve years.  

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Residents are reminded that they should call the police department whenever they observe suspicious activity in their neighborhood.  There has been an increase in home and vehicle break-ins in Northern Kentucky.  

Chief McVey reviewed the written report submitted to Council and confirmed 2008 set a record for number of calls for service.  He thanked the staff for their service and the Council for providing the equipment to mitigate the calls.  Ms. Burns asked if there would be an open house for elected officials to become acquainted with the fire department, Chief McVey will advise. 

COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL

Ms. Burns asked about a complaint from a resident regarding parking.  Chief/CAO Hensley stated there is a resident in that neighborhood with five vehicles who is aware of the restrictions related to on-street parking and the police department monitoring the situation for compliance.

Mr. Terwort commended the Fire Department for a response in Lakeside Park and the Public Works and Police Department for excellent work during the recent snowstorm.    

ADJOURNMENT There being no further business, Mr. Zahler made a motion to adjourn; second was offered by Mr. Schrand.  Motion carried by voice vote; the meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted by: 



Signed__________________2009

________________________


____________________________

Amy B. Able, City Clerk



Thomas E. Holocher, Mayor
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