City of Fort Mitchell, Kentucky

City Council Meeting

March 2, 2009 – 7:00 p.m.


CITY OF FORT MITCHELL, KENTUCKY

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

March 2, 2009 – 7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER / OATH OF OFFICE / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL

Mayor Holocher called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:  Vicki Boerger, Mary Burns, Timothy Hollenkamp, David Schrand, David Stoeckle, Will Terwort, Christopher Wiest and Dennis Zahler Others Present: Mayor Thomas Holocher, Police Chief/CAO Steve Hensley, City Attorney Robert Ziegler, Public Works Director Robert Zerhusen, Fire Chief Scott McVey, Asst. Chief Dave Jansing, Capt. James Bussman and City Clerk Amy Able.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES

Mayor Holocher noted an addition to the agenda to include a Resolution.  Mr. Stoeckle made a motion to approve the revised agenda, Mr. Schrand offered a second to the motion; Mayor Holocher called for a vote and the motion carried by voice vote.  

Mr. Schrand made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 2, 2009 meeting, Mr. Wiest offered the second; Mayor Holocher called for a vote and the motion carried by voice vote.  

CITIZENS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Debbie Borchers of Louise Drive asked for an update on the possible addition of sidewalk on Orphanage Road.  Chief Hensley explained Council will consider a resolution this evening to apply for a Safe Routes to Schools Grant, a CMAQ grant application has been submitted and a third application is in progress.  Mr. Zerhusen has been working with the engineers.

Brian Bode of 7 East Drive stated the property on East Drive where the home was destroyed by fire looks much better since the demolition has been completed and expressed gratitude for the assistance.  Chief/CAO Hensley noted the City will move forward with filing a lien to recover the costs.  

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Holocher noted representatives from the City will meet with the Sanitation District Wednesday regarding a collapse in a storm sewer line on Avon Drive.  Repairs of the storm and sanitary lines may be done together.  This will be an expensive project.  Updates will follow.

Council will hold a special meeting on Thursday, March 5, 2009 for a planning session.  

The Municipal Government League of Northern Kentucky meeting will be on March 19, 2009.  Council can make reservations through the City Clerk.  

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT  

Mr. Ziegler gave second reading by title and summary to Ordinance 2009-1 regarding the Telecommunications Board franchise agreement with Cincinnati Bell.  Mayor Holocher noted this would allow some competition for Insight; fiber optic lines will be installed throughout the area.  He added when cable service went in (in 1982) a basic package was available for $7.92 a month and the current cost is $50 per month which is a considerable increase over 26 years.  With competition the rates may be kept lower or at least may stabilize.  There was a brief discussion, installation has not begun.  Mr. Zahler made a motion to approve Ordinance 2009-1; second to the motion was offered by Mr. Hollenkamp.  Mayor Holocher called for any questions or comments and upon hearing none asked for a roll call vote.  



Mr. Zahler:
Yes

Mr. Schrand:
Yes



Mr. Hollenkamp:Yes

Mr. Stoeckle:
Yes



Ms. Burns:
Yes

Mr. Terwort:
Yes



Mrs. Boerger:
Yes

Mr. Wiest:
Yes

Ayes: 8    Nays: 0    Absent: 0   Motion carried, Ordinance 2009-1 is approved.
Mr. Ziegler read Resolution 2009-7 authorizing the Mayor to sign the application and necessary agreements for the Safe Routes to Schools Grant application. Mrs. Boerger made a motion to adopt Resolution 2009-7; second to the motion was offered by Mr. Stoeckle.  Mayor Holocher called for any questions or comments and upon hearing none asked for a vote.  Motion carried, by voice vote.  Resolution 2009-7 is approved.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The City is participating in a pilot program with the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden.  Steve Foltz, Director of Horticulture at the zoo met with City representatives and explained they are working to obtain funding through a grant.  Fort Mitchell was chosen due to the variety of trees in our area.  Residents will be able to visit a website and research the types of trees in our area.  There will be no cost to the City.  A presentation to the Tree Board and some work with them will be expected once the program is off the ground.  

The Montgomery Inn filed an application with NKAPC for a shed in the area of the loading dock where dumpsters were.  The area is walled in, not easily visible, and the planning commission has given preliminary approval to the application with the opinion it is a minor change to the Stage II Development Plan.  The area is in the rear where the beer garden was located.  Mr. Wiest made a motion to approve the requested minor change to the Stage II Development Plan; Mr. Zahler offered a second to the motion.  Mayor Holocher called for further discussion or questions and upon hearing none called for a roll call vote.  



Mr. Wiest:
Yes

Mr. Hollenkamp:Yes



Mr. Zahler:
Yes

Mr. Schrand:
Yes



Mrs. Boerger:
Yes

Mr. Stoeckle
Yes



Ms. Burns:
Yes

Mr. Terwort:
Yes

Ayes: 8    Nays: 0    Absent: 0   Motion carried, change to the Stage II Development Plan is approved.
The City submitted bids this morning to provide fire service to the City of Crestview Hills.  Today a request was received from Lakeside Park for a formal bid.  Mayor Holocher, Chief McVey, Asst. Chiefs Jansing, Dietz and Hehman have all been working with Chief Hensley on the bids.  It looks like they may come in at a 10% increase for the first year and a four percent increase at the beginning of each subsequent fiscal year of the four year contract.  Ms. Burns asked if this would balance the amount paid verses the actual cost of providing the service.  Chief Hensley responded a breakdown is being prepared and can be shared at the planning session.  Mr. Wiest asked if the bids have been submitted.  Chief Hensley explained the invitation to bid for Crestview Hills contracts was received two weeks ago with the submission deadline being 10 a.m. today and Lakeside Park just requested a bid today.  Mr. Wiest stated he has concerns about the Crestview Hills run volume.  Chief Hensley stated this can be reviewed in detail at the planning session.  He added, while there are additional costs to provide this service, we would need most all of the equipment and personnel without these contracts; the costs are offset by fees and billing.  Mayor Holocher assured Council we have covered the incremental cost because without doing that you are subsidizing the service.  Mr. Hollenkamp had confirmed the contracts are for four years.  There had previously been options for two extensions of two years each, this has been changed to allow extension only if mutually agreed upon.  Mr. Hollenkamp made a motion to support continuing the process for undergoing and pursuing to renew or give a price to the cities of Crestview Hills and Lakeside Park to provide Fire and EMS Services.  Second to the motion was offered by Mr. Schrand.  Mayor Holocher called for further discussion or questions and upon hearing none called for a roll call vote.  



Mr. Hollenkamp:
Yes

Mr. Stoeckle:
Yes



Mr. Schrand:

Yes

Mr. Terwort:
Yes



Ms. Burns:

Yes

Mr. Wiest
No



Mrs. Boerger:

Yes

Mr. Zahler:
Yes

Ayes: 7    Nays: 1    Absent: 0   Motion carried.
Chief Hensley noted this has been a longstanding relationship with providing these services to these cities for all but two of the last fifty-five years.  

Council has received a copy of the Police Department’s annual year-end report, questions are welcome.  Mr. Hollenkamp stated it’s a good report and the breakdowns are very interesting.  

Several members of Council have attended workshops by the KLC and training by other agencies designed for elected officials and this is always encouraged as it can be very beneficial.  

Mr. Zerhusen was recognized to give a report on road projects.  Lawrence Drive is underway and will resume in April.  The utility companies are coming on board on a couple of projects.  The Water District will be working on the Oxford project and the Gettysburg/Williamsburg/Allentown project.  The engineer will be working on a schedule so one utility company can do their work at a time.  A schedule should come together over the next month.  

COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL

Mr. Zahler stated he has provided some information for Council from the websites of Atlanta/Fulton Co., Georgia’s Water and Sewer Dept. and our Sanitation District and Water District.  Mr. Stoeckle noted (as mentioned during the presentation at the last meeting) Atlanta may be touted in some respects, but due to budget problems they made a decision that seven firehouses were browned out on Super Bowl Sunday.   

Mr. Terwort expressed sympathy to the family of the late Robert Hayes who passed away in February.  Mr. Terwort stated he was a fine citizen who contributed a great deal to our community.  

ADJOURNMENT There being no further business, Mr. Hollenkamp made a motion to adjourn; second was offered by Mr. Stoeckle.  Motion carried by voice vote; the meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted by: 



Signed__________________2009

________________________


____________________________

Amy B. Able, City Clerk



Thomas E. Holocher, Mayor
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