City of Fort Mitchell, Kentucky

City Council Meeting

April 6, 2009


CITY OF FORT MITCHELL, KENTUCKY

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

April 20, 2009 – 7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER / OATH OF OFFICE / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL

Mayor Holocher called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:  Vicki Boerger, Mary Burns, David Schrand, David Stoeckle, Will Terwort, Christopher Wiest and Dennis Zahler Absent:  Timothy Hollenkamp, Others Present: Mayor Thomas Holocher, Police Chief/CAO Steve Hensley, City Attorney Robert Ziegler, Public Works Director Robert Zerhusen, Park Director Kyle Bennett, Asst. Fire Chief Dave Jansing, Sgt. Bussman and City Clerk Amy Able.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES

Mr. Stoeckle made a motion to approve the revised agenda, Mrs. Boerger offered a second to the motion; Mayor Holocher called for a vote and the motion carried by voice vote.  

Mrs. Boerger made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 16, 2009 meeting, Mr. Stoeckle offered the second; Mayor Holocher called for a vote and the motion carried by voice vote.  

MAYOR’S REPORT

There was no one present who responded to the Mayor’s invitation to address Council.  

Mayor Holocher stated that there was a discussion at the Mayor’s Group meeting about the possibility of a merger of the Erlanger and County dispatch services.  There have been only preliminary discussions.

A final report on the County-wide Occupational License is expected from the committee later this year.  They are working on a “melded” rate for transient businesses (such as HVAC, plumbers, etc.)

News from Washington, D.C. includes an EPA ruling which will allow controls for CO2 hazardous emissions for coal producing power plants and automobiles.  States which get the majority of power from coal (such as Kentucky at 90%) will pay an estimated 30% increase in electric bills.  Congress can pass legislation / restrictions to cap CO2.  A letter campaign to Congressmen and Senators is being encouraged to plead that they at least be reasonable with these controls.  The impact on electric bills is only one increase; the water and sanitation districts would see an increase in electricity costs as well which would impact consumers.  Supporting information will be forwarded to Council.

Council meetings will be available online starting in the next week or two; a link has been added to our website to access TBNK’s stream.  

A written report from Recreation Director Kim Stoll was provided to Council.  Mrs. Stoll will be happy to respond to any questions.  

Mr. Zahler who was unable to attend the recent City Appreciation Banquet was recognized for five years of service.

Mr. Hollenkamp has submitted a letter stating his intent to resign his position on Council.  The effective date is April 20, 2009 and Council has thirty days (until May 19) to fill the vacancy by majority vote.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Zahler suggested waiting until the next meeting to fill the vacancy.  Mr. Schrand stated he would like to thank Mr. Hollenkamp for his service to the City since 1967, the majority of those years having been with the Fire Department.  Mr. Schrand continued noting two former Council members have expressed interest in the seat and both were on the ballot in November 2008 and Mr. Reis was the person with the next highest number of votes.  Mr. Schrand made a motion to appoint Mr. Reis to fill the vacancy created by Mr. Hollenkamp’s resignation.  Mr. Wiest stated he would make a procedural objection, saying Council should wait and open this up so that any qualified parties would have an opportunity to express interest.  Ms. Burns agreed.  Noting there was a motion on the floor, Mayor Holocher asked if there was a second.  The motion failed for lack of a second.  Mr. Stoeckle stated he had no objection to waiting.  Mr. Wiest and Mr. Stoeckle asked the Mayor if it would be appropriate to ask those in attendance if they were interested in the vacancy and if an announcement could be posted on the City website.  Discussion continued.  Mrs. Boerger noted this situation has arisen before and asked how it is usually handled.  Mayor Holocher noted it may be addressed in a number of ways, the deadline for filling the vacancy is thirty days.  Former Council members Reneé Oka and Bill Reis were in attendance.  Mayor Holocher invited anyone else in attendance to address Council with regard to this matter and the following individuals introduced themselves:  Keith Johnson of Edgewood Road and Chad Summe of Stonewell Trail.  A date for a special meeting was discussed.  Mr. Zahler made a motion that résumés and/or letters of interest be accepted through May 4, 2009 and shall be addressed to the attention of the City Clerk with a special meeting to discuss and fill the vacancy being held on May 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  Ms. Burns offered a second to the motion.  Motion carried by voice vote.  

For the benefit of the newest members of Council, Mayor Holocher introduced Park Director Kyle Bennett.  Mayor Holocher noted he oversees the parks on Grandview, Avon and Iris.  Mr. Bennett stated he is always available via telephone or email to answer questions for Council and noted the phone line at the park is updated daily and includes field conditions/rain out information.  Mrs. Boerger asked about any plans for improvement to the soccer field and Mr. Bennett replied this was recently discussed with the Blessed Sacrament Athletic Boosters and it is scheduled to be redressed at the end of this spring and is especially needed at the end near the playground.  There is a problem with people sometimes using the field when it is closed (even though signs are posted) and so some areas need attention.  Each spring it is aerated and seeded.

The City Attorney had nothing to report.  

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Chief Hensley noted the owners of the USA Hotel have a tentative development proposal which may require a zoning change.  There was a preliminary meeting and some modifications were suggested.

The Beechwood School expansion was discussed at the last school board meeting.  They plan to begin this summer with tearing down the houses next to the Board of Education building recently purchased to create an entrance and develop parking and temporary parking areas.  Mr. Miller can attend a future council meeting to review the plans. 

There will be a memorial service held May 15 at 10 a.m. at the Law Enforcement Memorial in Covington (located adjacent to the Roebling Suspension bridge, at Second and Court Street.)  

On April 21 at 6 p.m. the Sanitation District will hold a public meeting at the City Building to discuss with residents the project for the Anthony and Oak area.  

Mr. Zerhusen gave a report on road projects.  

For Lawrence Drive there will be a meeting on Wednesday to go over the process for excavation and work should begin the week of May 4.  Letters with construction schedules will be sent.

On Thursday, April 23 there will be a meeting for residents of Oxford to discuss that project.  The Water District has bid that project and will be ready to start in mid-May.  Road reconstruction will be in late June or early July; the gas company will be on site next week to lower gas services.  

Bids are being sought for sidewalks for the east side of Dixie Highway from Orphanage to Requardt and will be opened around May 12.

Mr. Zerhusen added the Tree Board celebrated Arbor Day by distributing saplings.  There are a few left.  Residents may visit the City Building to receive a tree while supplies last.  

Mr. Zahler asked if the Sanitation District has responded to the residents of Floral Avenue, Mr. Zerhusen replied they walked the project last week and there are a number of areas where they will come back to address issues.  

COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL

Mr. Wiest thanked Chief Hensley and Mr. Zerhusen for addressing the concerns of a resident concerned with sidewalks in the Stevie’s Ridge area.  

Mrs. Boerger announced Wall of Honor Nominations are due by 4 p.m. on Friday, May 1, 2009.  

Ms. Burns noted there is a tree limb down at the Duke power station.  

Mr. Wiest requested a resolution be prepared to recognize Mr. Hollenkamp’s service at the next meeting.  

Ms. Burns asked for an opportunity for Council to tour the Fire Department.

Mr. Stoeckle congratulated the Beechwood Odyssey of the Mind Team.  The team, which consisted of third through fifth graders, placed first in the State competition.  

ADJOURNMENT There being no further business, Mr. Zahler made a motion to adjourn; second was offered by Mr. Weist.  Motion carried by voice vote; the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted by: 



Signed__________________2009

________________________


____________________________

Amy B. Able, City Clerk



Thomas E. Holocher, Mayor
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